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Welcome to St. Luke! 
 
Welcome to all who have gathered for worship.  
 

If you are new to our church, let us help introduce to the liturgy. Liturgy, 
translated from the Greek leitourgía, means work of the people. Our liturgy 
encourages vibrant participation in word and song of all who are worshipping 
together. This may be new to you, but we believe you will quickly find the 
engagement is uplifting and fulfilling. Together, the clergy, ministers and 
people share in the worship.  
 

The majority of the liturgy is printed here in the bulletin so it is easier to 
follow. There are two types of music: service music, which is part of the 
liturgy sung by choir and/or congregation, and hymns. The music is in one of 
our two worship books, the Red Hymnal (ELW, Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship) or the Blue Hymnal (WOV, With One Voice).   
 

Some helpful hints: a) the congregation speaks or sings those items in 
bold print in the bulletin; b) we stand (if able) where there is an 

asterisk; and where (♪) appears, the response is sung. 
 

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Holy Communion. The 
ushers will guide you. There is grape juice available in the rack with the 
cups, if you prefer not to have wine. If you wish to receive a blessing in place 
of communion, please cross your arms over your chest at the altar.  
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GATHERING 

 
 

We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation 
to freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and 
patience. This is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from 
the fullness of the life God has given us. This is the path of life. 

 
Prelude               Choir 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 

(☩ All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism) 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
(Silence is kept for reflection) 
 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen 
 

Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen 

 
*Gathering Hymn    The Church’s One Foundation   RED HYMNAL # 654 
 
*Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
 

*Kyrie   (♪)          RED HYMNAL p. 138 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation,  
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, 
for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, 
and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 

 

*Canticle of Praise   (♪)        RED HYMNAL p. 139 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen 

 
*The Prayer of the Day 

Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you,  
and you favor us with true freedom.  
Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that,  
leaving behind all that hinders us,  
we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 



 
THE WORD 

 
 

First Reading – 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
Elijah’s ministry is finished as he is taken up into heaven, and a new chapter begins 
as Elisha inherits the mantle and the spirit of his teacher. Like the great prophet 
Moses before them, both Elijah and Elisha part a body of water through the power of 
God. 
 
1
Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, 

Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 
2
Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay 

here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As 
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went 
down to Bethel. 
 

6
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the 

Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 
leave you.” So the two of them went on. 

7
Fifty men of the company of 

prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both 
were standing by the Jordan. 

8
Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, 

and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, 
until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
 

9
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for 

you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double 
share of your spirit.” 

10
He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if 

you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 

11
As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of 

fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 
heaven. 

12
Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots 

of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he 
grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
 

 
13

He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went 
back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 

14
He took the mantle of Elijah that 

had fallen from him, and struck the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the 
God of Elijah?” When he had struck the water, the water was parted to the 
one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 
By your strength you have redeemed your people. (Ps. 77:15) 
 

 
1
I will cry aloud to God; 

 I will cry aloud, and God will hear me. 
  

2
In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord; 

   my hand was stretched out by night and did not tire;  
 I refused to be comforted. 

 
 

11
I will remember the works of the LORD, 

 and call to mind your wonders of old. 
  

12
I will meditate on all your acts 

   and ponder your mighty deeds. 
 

13
Your way, O God, is holy; 

 who is so great a god as our God? 
  

14
You are the God who works wonders 

   and have declared your power among the peoples. 
 

15
By your strength you have redeemed your people, 

 the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. 
  

16
The waters saw you, O God;  

 the waters saw you and trembled; 
   the very depths were shaken. 
 

17
The clouds poured out water; the skies thundered; 

 your lightning bolts flashed to and fro; 
  

18
the sound of your thunder was in the whirlwind;  

 your lightnings lit up the world; 
   the earth trembled and shook. 
 

19
Your way was in the sea, and your paths in the great waters, 

 yet your footsteps were not seen. 
  

20
You led your people like a flock 

   by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 
 
Second Reading – Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the 
invitation to be what we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s 
Holy Spirit produce a different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit. 
 
1
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit 

again to a yoke of slavery. 
 

 
13

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use 
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become 
slaves to one another. 

14
For the whole law is summed up in a single 

commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
15

If, however, you 
bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one 
another. 
 

 
16

Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
17

For 
what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is 
opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you 
from doing what you want. 

18
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

subject to the law. 
19

Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, 
impurity, licentiousness, 

20
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, 

quarrels, dissensions, factions, 
21

envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things 
like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 



 
22

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, 

23
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 

against such things. 
24

And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 
the flesh with its passions and desires. 

25
If we live by the Spirit, let us also 

be guided by the Spirit. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation (♪)       RED HYMNAL p. 151 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 9

TH
 Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
*Gospel – Luke 9:51-62 
Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be 
swayed by pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a 
similar single-mindedness. 
 
51

When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go 
to Jerusalem. 

52
And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they 

entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 
53

but they did not 
receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 

54
When his 

disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 

55
But he 

turned and rebuked them. 
56

Then they went on to another village. 
 

57
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow 

you wherever you go.” 
58

And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.” 

59
To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go 

and bury my father.” 
60

But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own 
dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

61
Another said, “I 

will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my 
home.” 

62
Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks 

back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 

The Gospel of Our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Homily          Pastor Susan Q. Claytor           
 
*Hymn of the Day        Lead Me, Guide Me         RED HYMNAL # 768 
 

 
 
 
 

*The Apostle's Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen 

 

*Prayers of Intercession 
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the 
creation, and all in need. 
 

(A brief silence) 
 

God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you. Rooted in your 
self-giving love, may the church find freedom in loving our neighbors.  
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of gentleness, strengthen the earth’s ability to heal. Where there are 
dangerous storms, bring calm. Where there are destructive fires, bring rain. 
Protect homes, habitats, and livelihoods threatened by climate disasters. 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of peace, guide all who govern, that they place the good of their citizens 
above self-promotion. Anoint leaders of nations with your Spirit of neighborly 
love. Protect refugees and all who live under tyranny or conflict. 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of kindness, reveal your healing presence to all who are sick or dying, 
especially those on our prayer list: Don Hiltunen, Erma Byrd, Berenice and 
Waldon Dodd, Stan Wise, Brian Dorsey,  Debbie May, Kathie Benton, David 
Oglesby, Carolyn Holstein, Virginia Mow, Dorothy and Charles Moreland, 
Mark Hoadley, and all those in our hearts. Uphold those who grieve. Support 
the needs of any who are unemployed, hungry, or have nowhere to lay their 
heads. God of grace, hear our prayer. 



God of love, attend to those struggling with addiction, depression, or 
uncontrolled anger. Provide support systems and loving companions as they 
work toward health, that they may rest in hope and know the fullness of joy 
in your presence. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of creation, rejoice with your children as they celebrate their day of birth 
this week, especially Wendy Peters, Danny Moreland and Whitney Cromer. 
Give them peace, wisdom and joy throughout the coming year. 
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of compassion, watch over all those serving in the armed forces, at 
home and abroad, especially Chris Scott, Chaz Naumann, RJ Perry, Zach 
Perry, Patrick Channell, Sam Munchiando and Joseph. 
God of grace, hear our prayer, 
 

God of watchfulness, protect and guide all those traveling this week, and 
keep them safe. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of joy, we give thanks for all who have died and now celebrate the 
inheritance of life in you. Keep their examples of faithfulness always before 
us, that we trust your promises in life and in death.  
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, 
we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy 
keeping. 
Amen 
 

 
THE MEAL 

 
 

*The Passing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

*Offertory  (♪)    RED HYMNAL # 685 Verse 4 

Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold; 
take my intellect, and use ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose. 

 
*Offering Prayer 

God of abundance: 
you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus. 
Amen 

*The Great Thanksgiving  
 The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection  
opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*Sanctus   (♪)     RED HYMNAL p. 144 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 

 
 
*Eucharistic Prayer 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen   (♪)        RED HYMNAL p. 145 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. 
Amen 

 

Lamb of God   (♪)            RED HYMNAL p. 146 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace. 
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 

 
*Invitation to Communion 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. 
Come to the banquet. 

 
Communion Hymn        Here Is Bread          RED HYMNAL # 483 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present  
in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  
I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I pray you come spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you;  
never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen 

 
AFTER COMMUNION IS COMPLETED, 

PLEASE STAND WHILE THE PASTOR OFFERS THE FOLLOWING BLESSING:   
NOW MAY THE BODY AND BLOOD OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST  

STRENGTHEN YOU AND KEEP YOU IN HIS GRACE.  AMEN 

 

*Post Communion Canticle   (♪)          RED HYMNAL # 538 

 The Lord now sends us forth with hands to serve and give, 
to make of all the earth a better place to live.  
The angels are not sent into our world of pain 
to do what we were meant to do in Jesus’ name; 
that falls to you and me and all who are made free.  
Help us, O Lord, we pray, to do your will today. 

 
*Post-Communion Prayer 

Life-giving God, 
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds  
and fed us with your mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, 
that all may come to know your love. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus. 

 Amen 
 
*Blessing 

The God of peace, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 
Amen 

 
*Sending Hymn Lead On, O King Eternal!     RED HYMNAL # 805 
 
*Sending 
 Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
 Thanks be to God. 


