
 
Prayer List 

For healing, strength, and peace for those 

with chronic pain, illness, injury or other 

physical or mental ailment....Brad Anderson, 

Mary Ann Berkey, Erma Byrd, Amy Cecil,  

Berenice Dodd, Waldon Dodd,  Brian Dorsey, 

Larry Frail,  Gerri Jackson,  Charles Lacy, David 

Oglesby, LaDorna Stephens, Karen Wise,  

Frank Wood 

For healing, hope, and peace in meeting the 

challenges of cancer, life-threatening 

illness or other health crisis… Kathie 

Benton,, Brenda Britt,  Carolyn Holstein, 

Debbie May, Deb Moreland, Dorothy 

Moreland,  Virginia Mow, Helen Perry,  Lalao 

Rakotomahenina, Karol Radochio, Linda 

Sherwood, Ellen Toler, Becky Turski, Stan WIse 

For safekeeping and strength for those 

who serve in the armed forces, at home and 

abroad …Kim Calhoun, Patrick Channell, Chaz 

Naumann, RJ Perry, Zack Perry,  Chris Scott, 

Phil Spurlock II, Joseph 

For those with unnamed prayers and 

petitions… Abigail, Brittany, Heather, Leann 

 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                                               
 

From the Pastor  

 

In some theological discussions with other Lutheran 

clergy, I realized I needed to study this denomination 

that has called me to serve. Basically, we all believe 

the same things. There are no deep theological 

differences between most of the Protestant 

denominations. Nevertheless, the approaches and the 

details do have a few variances. So, it is time to 

undertake a study. On my desk sits a large tome- it 

reminds me daily to do my reading. It is the 

Concordia- The Lutheran Confessions: A Reader’s 

Edition of the Book of Concord. The word concordia 

comes from two Latin words- con: with, cor: heart. 

So the concordia, the teachings, come from the heart 

and, perhaps, to the heart. And, with luck, to the 

brain of this old lady who has not studied theological 

in quite a few years. But I do look forward to 

understanding more of the roots of the Lutheran 

church, and I hope it will enrich my time here with St. 

Luke.  

I am also doing some study on the church of the 

future. Two other books grace my desk right now: 

The Post Quarantine church by Thom Rainer, and 

Becoming a Hybrid Church by Daubert & Jorgensen. 

Even as I look to the roots of the church, it is obvious 

some tremendous changes are occurring, have to 

occur and adaptions might be in order. This will be an 

interesting month of study- both the old and 

unchanging and the new and necessary changing. 

 

Pastor Susan 
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Thanks to many helping hands, strong backs, 

and supportive well-wishers, we have a new (to 

St. Luke’s) organ!  I wanted to 

personally thank each of the 

individuals who  assisted in this 

project but several left the 

church before I was able to do 

so.  You will notice our beautiful 

instrument when you arrive 

along with two large speakers.  I 

have made some adjustments with the 

assortment of sounds and volume and need to 

continue in this effort.  As always, your feedback 

is welcome.  We will all continue to make a joyful 

noise to the Lord in thanksgiving for our many 

blessings. 

Sincerely, 

Annette 

 

The organ will make its worship service debut on 

Sunday, August 29. Choir members report it 

“sounds awesome!” 

 

 

Let’s all be safe 

As the pandemic roars into a new surge, please 

consider wearing a mask at church and 

remember to sit socially distanced. Watch your 

email, the Facebook page and the website for 

updates on our practices for a safe worship 

experience. Our friends at St Stephens are facing 

the possibility of a mandated temporary return to 

virtual-only services as Raleigh County continues 

to be “red” with one of the highest current-case 

counts in the state. Church-related outbreaks are 

on the rise in neighboring counties. Let’s err on 

the side of caution and use appropriate 

precautions! 

 

 

 

Worship Assistants 

  Sept.5 Jim Sheatsley 

   Sept. 12 Ron Moreland  

                 Sept. 19 Michell Berkey 

                  Sept 26 Lynn Loetterle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Book Study 
 

Pastor Susan will be hosting a discussion of C. S. 

Lewis' The Great Divorce.  "The Great Divorce is 

a novel by the British author C. S. Lewis, 

published in 1945, and based on a theological 

dream vision of his in which he reflects on the 

Christian conceptions of Heaven and Hell."  She 

has copies of the book available ($9) or you can 

order your own. It is a short novel with great 

thought -provoking images. The group 

discussion will be September 23rd at 7 p.m. 

both in person and online.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rummage Sale 

The dates for the weekend are set for Thursday-

Friday-Saturday September 16th -17th -18th. 

Anticipating the possibility of having to set up 

out-of-doors, the sale will be 9:00am to 3:00pm 

each day. We cannot know ahead whether we will 

need to carry loaded tables out to the parking 

lot before 9:00am. We can anticipate masks 

being required. The first set up day will be 

Sunday, September 12th with all-hands after 

worship for pizza and moving tables, boxes, and 

bags. Saint Stephens will lend us extra tables. 

All day long, Monday through Wednesday will be 

for placing and pricing… a sign-up sheet is 

ready. We anticipate setting up two rooms ahead 

of that time. Each one of us is needed!  

 

 

 

Our 2021 celebration will be Saturday, October 

9th from 12 noon until the food runs out. The 

kind folks at Weathered Ground are again 

hosting us, free-of-charge. We will charge $10.00 

for our meal, with all proceeds to go to the Haiti 

Relief project under Lutheran Disaster Relief.  

We are upping the brat numbers from 160 to 

200, with the additional sale of hot dogs. Jim 

Sheatsley will be our grill master with Sandy 

Sheatsley overseeing the kitchen. Sandy will 

again make the German potato salad, and Billie 

Bennington, the sauerkraut. Apples and a 

dessert will round out the meal; Gerri Jackson 

will be calling prospective bakers for dessert 

donations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carpenter’s Corner 

St Luke’s monthly lunch service at Carpenter’s 

Corner is scheduled for Saturday, September 25..  

A hot meal is distributed from 11 AM to 1 PM, 

but help is also needed for food prep and clean-

up. See Becky Britt if you can help for all or part 

of the day. 

 

 

 

Weed Warriors 

Jim Sheatsley has waged war 

against weeds in the 

Memorial Garden and all 

flower beds, but challenges each of us to join his 

team, the Weed Warriors.  He reports it is an 

“always available opportunity for tranquil 

meditation”  that is a constant, ongoing need not 

relegated to special work dates.  

 

 

 

 

Looking Ahead to Gift Wrapping 

We anticipate that our long-term gift wrapping 

project will return to Crossroads Mall. We plan to 

wrap beginning Friday, December 17th through 

6:00pm Christmas Eve. The number of shifts has 

been reduced by twelve, but many hands, 

cashiers and wrappers, will be needed. We hope 

that the virus upsurge allows us to continue our 

charitable service and giving. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Housekeeping 

Rummage Sale, Weight Watcherss…As we spend 

more time in our building again, and invite 

outside groups to rent the facility, we need to 

resume our care for the beautiful facility we have 

been blessed to own. Cleanliness is essential for 

both health and impression. Please sign up for 

some of the tasks we need to do. Together, the 

work is light and quickly accomplished.  

 

 

Internet Sales Experience? 

Council is looking for someone with experience 

on E-Bay or possibly a specialty site to advertise 

the old organ home-entertainment system for 

sale. If you can help, talk to Jim Sheatsley for 

details. 

 

 

Community Lutheran Partners 

The board of directors of Community Lutheran 

Partners is pleased to announce that Mary Jo 

Sanders has accepted the position of director of 

the agency.  Ms. Sanders is a lifelong member of 

the Red House - Aurora Parish and is currently a 

diaconal candidate from this synod.  She comes 

to CLP with a wealth of experience with the WV 

Department of Environmental Protection with an 

emphasis on water quality and waste.  We are 

excited to have Mary join us in our mission in 

the WV-WMD Synod. 

Sanders, as the third director of the social 

ministry organization, follows The Rev. Sherri 

Schafer. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Women of the Synod 
 

Although it has been years since Saint Luke has 

had a designated group for women, we have 

maintained a relationship with the West Virginia- 

Western Maryland Synodical Women’s 

Organization. Their convention is Tuesday and 

Wednesday, September 27th -28th at Canaan 

Valley Resort. The convention is open to all 

women of the synod regardless of the existence 

of a local WELCA unit in the congregation.  As 

the site is 180 miles away, the cost of two nights 

shared lodging and meals is $244. Lynn 

Loetterle is planning to drive; contact her by 

Sunday, September 5th if you are interested in 

attending. 

 

 

 

 

There is an order for women of the Apostolic 

churches (Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Episcopal) 

named Order of The Daughters of the King. The 

role of the Order is to establish women in 

prayer, service and evangelization. Chapters of 

this Order exist all over the world. The Order at 

St. Stephen’s is St. Brigid, and it meets the third 

Wednesday of each month at 5:00 for one hour. 

If you would like to learn more about the order, 

please talk to Pastor Susan. The next meeting is 

September 15 at 5 PM. 

 

 

St Stephens Website 

St Stephens has a brand new, lovely website. 

www.ststephensbeckley.org 



LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

HAITI CRISIS 

AUGUST 2021                ELCA.org/disaster 

In August 2021, a devastating 7.2 magnitude 
earthquake struck southwest Haiti. Over 1,400 
people were killed, and thousands more were 
injured. Blocked roads are delaying the delivery of 
vital supplies to hospitals. At least 26,000 homes 
were damaged or destroyed. 

For over two decades, the ELCA has maintained a 
presence in southern Haiti through support for 
agricultural and sustainable development work. To 
continue our engagement with those communities, 
Lutheran Disaster Response is collaborating with 
partner organizations in the communities to meet 
relief needs, including food, nonfood items and 
temporary shelter. Other areas of support will 
include psychosocial care, water and sanitation, and 
creating sustainable livelihoods through agriculture 
and livestock.  

Your gifts will support earthquake survivors. Gifts 
to “Haiti Crisis” will be used in full (100%) to assist 
those affected by the earthquake until the response 
is complete. Together, we can help provide 
immediate and long-lasting support. Give today to 
support this response and others like it. 

Yes, I want to help! 

� Lutheran Disaster Response: Haiti Crisis 
$______IDG0017 

� Lutheran Disaster Response: Where needed 
most $______DDG0010 

Name  

Address  

City State ZIP code  

Email address  

Give through your congregation or make your 
check out toLutheran Disaster Response and send 
to: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

ELCA Gifts Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809, 

Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 and write “Haiti 
Crisis” or“Where needed most” on your check’s 

memo line. 

 

 

 


